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JOWA WATER 1
ECONOMIC BENEFITS, QUALITY OF LIFE
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lowa Rivers Benefit Rural Economy
Recreation on fowa rivers generated an estimated $824 million in sales and fowa Streams
$130 million in personal income in 2009,
River recreation supports 67 businesses that rent canoes. kayaks, innertubes
and stand-up paddleboards, generating $1.4 million in direct sales. '

fowa has about 76,000 miles
Cof streams, of which about
18,000 miles are navigable

il

About half of all lowans
Low-head Dams - Aging and Hazardous recreate on rivers annually
Low-head dams are hazardous to people, barriers to fish movement and to
business opportunities. '
In 2011, Charles City spent $1.2 miilion to remove a hazardous low-head dam

and replace it with a set of whitewater rapids that accomplished the same goal as

the low-head dam, but alsc provided a unique river water course and allowed fish
10 move upstream.
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done on other parts of the Cedar River to improve fish habitat.
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Water Trails N
Water trails lead Towans to choose their adventures, from sea I:zwéx 1
TN > PN ! /hite
alongside the cliffs of Lake Red Rock. to canosing ll;zor;glx Olympic-style white C &m@w ounds
water courses. to bobhing down a lazy stretch x*M\c River on innertubes
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DNR supports local groups in defining what is spec ‘about their waterway, ¢
developing infrastructure that solves parking quagmires and lack of access and o

markets those experiences. .
Local businesses — like the 67 paddling or b al businesses, major river-

stde campgrounds developed since the 0‘7(}5. tores, bait shops, sport-

ing goods stores — all benefit when they have parking lots, accesses,

bathrooms, maps, and so on,
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Bill Ky firsthand. Kyle is the manager for the northeast lowa

tonal airpe N many small planes land with boats on board that he

He said the visitors mt nexpress that they can't believe such a pertect whitewater
venue exists right here in fowa. But there are more benefits than the water course
ftself,

i d for bait has increased along with
the option : i 1rse d.

“People are fishing the river in places where they could never catch fish because
the fish are now able {0 move up river 1‘110 new, accessible arcas,” Mead said.

And rhe wic'ifm'c Randy Vanveventer, owner of R Campground in
Charles City. said | 1an incredse in campers since the water course opened.

“Many more s are coming out to enjoy the new riverfront and whitewater

park.” Vanvevente
Husinesses ca
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: water Course are pop p ng up to fill the need
have never rented tubes, twut h(m mi them for many d Doug

ers, co-owner of Mikes C&O Tires, in Charles City, -
(0 H) pxzu;«:m since i’,i'ie whitewater park opened and ‘
done, { s to continue to climb but it really depends on ‘aiw river’s water
flow. I 'we have water, we sell tubes.”

Making a Good Thing, Eﬁe%éﬂ
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Central lowa’s Ev asiest stream could get e jer. Brian Keller, of E«lzwn
Access in {Mﬁ( is io*a.w:&%ing a 30 ww*m increase in his business in 2014 in

weeoon River sout Exeas

part becau: ant Yalley A

Panora we and redesi be o functioning river access,
“T was very ‘mmhm! about doing any ren fown that bottom stretch past

cess

lel

HdnmmT Rock due to the eyesore of the old ac " Keller said. “In 2014, I will be
mar !f’“lmw this new streteh as an added option.”
he bulk of Keller’s clients come from lowa, bt cent are from Nebrask
MigmmL Florida, California, Georgia, Tennessee and even China and India.
He said visitors stop to eat at Off-sides, a local pizza place, and at Caseyv’s
and snacks.
“Money invested into lowa’s rivers has a he yback and I personally
experienced this first hand. Due to higher duwm my plan is m continue investing
nto boats and providing p‘oph: m»% memorable experiences,” he said.
The popular water trail has added signs at each access :md a portage round the

head dam at Redfield.
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Jisherman from all over the Michvest

come 10 fish in the Cedar River along the
waterfront, " said Bill Kyle,
the
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Northeast lowa Regional 4irport.
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Keller, of Rivers Access in Redfield.
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